
 

 

Two faces of the Caucasus  

Route Baku (Azerbaijan) – Makhachkala (Dagestan) 

7 days/6 nights 

 

Day 1  

Meeting guests at the airport. 

Transfer to Baku about 30 km. 

Evening tour “Baku lights”. 

The program includes: touring Nagorny Park (Shahids Alley, Turk Mosque, mini-square of 

Azi Aslanov, Major General and twice Hero of the Soviet Union, the Eternal Light, Flame 

Towers, observation deck with a stunning view of the night Baku and Baku Bay. Baku TV 

Tower). Descent to Baku Boulevard. 

 

Modern illumination makes Flag Square and Crystal Hall Concert Hall look gorgeous at 

night.   

Walk along Baku Boulevard. 

Transfer to the hotel and check-in.  

Dinner at the hotel. 

 

 

 



Day 2  

Breakfast at the hotel.  

Departure for the Old City by bus.  Walking sightseeing tour of the “Old City”: Maiden’s 

Tower (12th century), Juma Mosque (12th century), and Caravan-Serai (14-15th centuries). 

Tour of the museum complex “Shirvanshah’s Palace” (15th century), and walk along the main 

central street of Nizami (Torgovaya) and Fountain Square. 

 

Lunch. 

Excursion to Ateshgah, the ancient Temple of Fire-worshipers (17th century). 

Excursion to “Yanardag”.  It is a natural eternal flame that has been burning since ancient 

times on a hillside (the place of natural gas show). 

Return to the hotel. Dinner. 



 

Day 3  

Breakfast at the hotel.  

Transfer to the Republic of Dagestan (260 km). 

Lunch in Guba town. 

Transfer to the Russian border.  

Arrival in the ancient city of Derbent.  It is 5,000 years old. During that period it was 

repeatedly invaded, ruined and passed under the authority of different countries. The reason 

was the favorable geographical location of the city.   

Walk through the Old part of the city along the southern fortress wall. Bayat Capy Gate (6-

7th centuries) called Bab-El Maktub by the Arabs and Orta Capy Gate (6th c.) considered to 

be among the oldest.  

Tour of the Museum of Culture and Life of the Ancient Derbent located in the landmarked 

building of Maiden’s Tower – 17th century.  

 

Juma Mosque (733-734) is the oldest mosque in Russia.  There are old Oriental plane trees 

growing on its territory. They are regarded as nationwide landmarks of wildlife.   

The Museum of Carpet and Decorative-Applied Art is located in the Armenian Church 

of 19th century.   

Dinner. Return to the hotel. 

 



 

 

Day 4  

Breakfast at the hotel. 

The city tour starts from the excursion to Naryn-Kala citadel.  

 

There are landmarked buildings of different city development stages on the territory of the 

citadel, such as: Cross-Domed Church of  the 4-5th centuries B.C., ruins of the palace 



complexes of the Albanian, Sasanian and Albanian periods, the reservoir of the 11th  century 

and other facilities. 

 

Lunch at a restaurant of national cuisine. Variety of meat dishes, cheese, saj (grilled 

vegetables). If desired, Dagestani cognac of Derbent and Kizslyar cognac plants, or Derbent 

wine. If the Derbent cognac factory store is open on the day of visit, the guests can buy 

cognac as a souvenir.  

 

 



Master-class in decorating silverwork in 

the ancient style. 

The Kubachi are famous Dagestan 

silverwork craftsmen. They are one of 

amazing ethnicities in Dagestan. They 

are believed to be descendants of the 

Persians who invaded Derbent at some 

point. Of course, you can buy a 

handmade souvenir here.  

Transfer (170 km) to Makhachkala, the 

capital of the region, for overnight.  

 

Dinner. Hotel accommodation. 

Day 5  

Breakfast at the hotel  

Transfer (140 km) to Gunib, an old alpine village in Dagestan. It is one of the most beautiful 

places in Dagestan. Besides, it has historic significance.  

 

Hotel accommodation. Lunch. 

Gunib touring: the Baryatinsky Gate and the Shamil Gate, so named by Alexander II as a 

tribute to the leader of the Caucasian highlanders, the “White Cranes’ monument and 

Gunib Museum of Local Lore. Shamil’s pavilion. It is built over the stone where Duke 

Baryatinsky waited for Imam Shamil to surrender.   

Return to the hotel. 

Dinner.  

 

  



 

Day 6  

Breakfast at the hotel. 

Transfer (20 km) to 

the Salta karst 

underground 

waterfall – a natural 

wonder.  

There is only path to 

the waterfall –along 

the course of a cold 

stream. 

Drive (29 km) to 

Chokh aul- one of the 

most important 

cultural centers of 

Dagestan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chokh settlement is one of the oldest in the North 

Caucasus. A dwelling site of the Neolithic age (the 

6th century BC) was found near the village. 6 roads 

of the Great Silk Way converged in the village of 

Chokh.   

Lunch in Chokh. 

Transfer (7 km) to the ghost-village of Gamsutl.  

Hiking to the village. Site tour.  

Return to Gunib, dinner. 

 



 

 

Day 7   

Breakfast at the hotel. 

Transfer to Ahulgo (82 km).  

 



Visiting the Memorial Complex of Ahulgo dedicated to the Caucasian War waged in 

Western Dagestan. Ahulgo aul became a part of the history of the Caucasian War as a 

battleground for the highlander troops led by Imam Shamil and the Russian corps commanded 

by General Peter Grabbe. 

The Memorial complex comprises a 17-

meter flag-tower and a building housing an 

exhibition hall with a display of the extant 

artefacts of the Caucasian War and an art 

gallery.    

Transfer (91 km) to Makhachkala.  

Arrival in Makhachkala. 

 

 

Lunch. 

Makhachkala loop tour: The National Museum of the Republic of Dagestan named after 

A. Taho-Godi, the Museum of Fine Arts named after P. Gamzatova, walk in Leninsky 

Komsomol Park and S. Stalsky Boulvard.  

Departure for the airport. 

Tour costs is $1650* 
 

The tour package includes: accommodation, route transfers, excursion programme, tour tickets, 

sights admission fees, full board, 24/7 administrative support  

 

The tour packages doesn't include: flight to Russia, other services are not included 

 in the  programme. 

 

Type of accommodation (for example): 

Metropol 

 

For booking contact:  

elgastour@gmail.com 

 

 

* For a group of 8 person or more 

On request, you can include concert programmes, 

master-classes and other entertainment at extra 

charge. 

Also, the price can vary downwards depending on 

the selection of hotels and room categories. 

The cost does not include the agency fees.  

 

*** The programme is preliminary. The organizers 

reserve the right to replace the excursion blocks with similar ones, without changing main 

waypoints. 

mailto:elgastour@gmail.com

